AMONG FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS   217

case of a person of his advanced years, was at-
tended with great peril. He faced the ordeal with
the utmost composure. His physician tells of vis-
iting Marshall the morning he was to submit to the
knife and of finding him at breakfast:

He received me with a pleasant smile . . . and said,
"Well, Doctor, you find me taking breakfast, and I
assure you I have had a good one. I thought it very
probable that this might be my last chance, and there-
fore I was determined to enjoy it and eat heartily." . . .
He said that he had not the slightest desire to live,
laboring under the sufferings to which he was subjected,
and that he was perfectly ready to take all the chances
of an operation, and he knew there were many against
him. . . . After he had finished his breakfast, I ad-
ministered him some medicine; he then inquired at
what hour the operation would be performed. I men-
tioned the hour of eleven. He said ''Very well; do you
wish rne for any other purpose, or may I lie down and
go to sleep?" I was a good deal surprised at this ques-
tion, but told him that if he could sleep it would be very
desirable. He immediately placed himself upon the bed
and fell into a profound sleep, and continued so until I
was obliged to rouse him in order to undergo the opera-
tion. He exhibited the same fortitude, scarcely uttering
a murmur throughout the whole procedure which, from
the nature of his complaint, was necessarily tedious.

The death  of his wife on  Christmas Day of
the same year was a heavy blow.   Despite her